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April 13, 2004

The Honorable Frank Wolf

Chairman, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State, Judiciary, and Related Agencies
House Appropriations Committee

H-309, the Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Jose Serrano

Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State, Judiciary, and Related
Agencies :
House Appropriations Committee

H-309, the Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Wolf and Ranking Member Serrano:

I am writing to request your support for increased funding for the National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST) in the FY2005 Commerce, Justice, and State

Appropriations bill.

My top priority for FY2005 is the Alliance for NanoHealth in Houston, Texas. I believe
this collaboration, between University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston, Rice
University, MD Anderson Cancer Center, University of Houston, and Baylor College of
Medicine, will develop into the world’s leading center for nanobiology and
nanomedicine. This integrated program will support projects involving medical imaging,
diagnostics, pharmaceuticals, and implants using nanotechnology. NIST has shown
strong support for the Alliance for NanoHealth, and increasing NIST funding is vital to
keep this critical project moving forward.

One of the initial projects will be creating a state-of-the-art clean room on the University
of Houston’s campus. The clean room will serve researchers from all the institutions in
fabricating and studying unique materials that require nanoscale assembly at interactive
surfaces. This cutting edge research includes developing gold-coated nanoshells to be
used for anti-cancer therapy, nanomaterials for delivery of chemotherapeutic drugs, and
microarrays for real-time genetic diagnosis, dime sized/solar powered pacemakers,
nanocomposite artificial retinas for the blind, and nanoscale labs-on-a-chip for high-
thoughput pharmaceutical synthesis. Another facet of their construction is equipping a



chemistry lab, which will home research of “buckyballs” and “buckysomes.” These
institutions have already begun their research with the ‘96 Nobel Prize winner Richard
Smalley, who discovered the perfect form of carbon, “buckysomes,” that will perform a
controlled release of anesthetics and targeted delivery of contrast agents in MRI and CT

scans.

Funding from NIST will be leveraged by state and private contributions. Again, this is
my top priority for FY2005, and I respectfully ask for your essential support in fulfilling

it.
Thank you in advance for your consideration of my request.

Sincerely,

John\Culberson
Membet of Congress
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April 22, 2004

The Honorable Frank Wolf

Chairman, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State, Judiciary, and Related Agencies
House Appropriations Committee

H-309, the Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Jose Serrano
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State, Judiciary, and Related Agencies

House Appropriations Committee
H-309, the Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Wolf and Ranking Member Sabo:

I am writing to request funding for the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program (SCAAP) in the
FY2005 Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations Bill.

The President’s FY2005 budget does not provide any funding for SCAAP. Iam asking that, at
the minimum, you maintain the FY2004 SCAAP funding level of $300 million. SCAAP funding
has helped alleviate the strain that criminal alien offenders place on our state and local
governments by providing partial reimbursement for the cost of incarcerating them.
Unfortunately, the costs associated with incarcerating criminal aliens continue to exceed the
amounts being appropriated for reimbursement.

The federal government is responsible for ensuring that our borders are secure, yet states and
localities have shouldered the lion’s share of costs associated with incarcerating aliens when they
enter the criminal justice system. Failing to provide adequate funding for a criminal alien
population that is the federal government’s responsibility places undue burden on state and local
criminal justice systems. The total cost incurred by the Texas state prison system to incarcerate
foreign-born prisoners exceeds $200 million annually. Federal payments through SCAAP are
expected to reimburse Texas taxpayers less than 10% of the total cost this year.



I am dedicated to reducing the deficit and the national debt, and funding only those programs
that are absolutely essential for the federal government to provide. I thank you in advance for
your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

J ulberson
Member of Congress
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March 31, 2004

The Honorable Frank Wolf

Chairman, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State, Judiciary, and Related Agencies
House Appropriations Committee

H-309, the Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Jose Serrano

Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State, Judiciary, and Related
Agencies

House Appropriations Committee

H-309, the Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Wolf and Ranking Member Serrano:

I am respectfully requesting $775,000 from the Community Oriented Policing Services,
Law Enforcement Technology Account in the FY2005 Commerce, Justice, State,
Judiciary and Related Agencies Appropriations bill for the City of Houston.

The City of Houston is implementing a Crime Laboratory Technology Improvements
project for the Houston Police Department. This initiative will enable HPD to secure a
Laboratory Information Management System to facilitate the collection, storage, and
retrieval of information relative to evidence collected from criminal cases. This project
will fund much needed technological improvements that will increase efficiency and
establish a seamless integration with local and national criminal justice systems.

On average, HPD’s Crime Lab processes more than 50,000 pieces of evidence from more
than 15,000 criminal cases each year, conducting more than 100,000 individual analyses.
To continue providing services on such a large scale, safeguards must be implemented to
ensure the integrity of all evidence analyzed. Among the lab’s most critical needs is a
Laboratory Information Management System to manage and monitor all of the evidence
associated with the large numbers of cases handled by the lab. This system will allow
managers to track each piece of evidence throughout the crime laboratory. The system
will provide needed tools to crime lab management, enabling them to retrieve statistical
data on caseload distribution and turn-around time, and helping them assess resource



allocation needs. These tools are critical to achieving stability within the lab and
document reliability as evidence is presented in court trials.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Jo Iberson
Membér of Congress
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